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JURY |

People's Tribunal on The Atrocities Committed
Against the Minorities In The Name of Fighting Terrorism
22-24 August 2008 at Hyderabad

KG Kannabiran, Hyderabad

Friends, the tribunal raises a serious question as to how plural societies have to be governed. India is
a plural society and the constitution is designed to govern plural societies but governments do not
reckon the existence of plural societies and that is why you will find that the dominant community's
attitude determines whether there is peace or not in the country. And this particular method of
governing and targeting the minorities is not going to be put to an end by inflicting assaults on them,
denying them the advantage of rule of law, denying them equal opportunities and subjecting them
to tremendous repression, assault on minorities is not going to put an end to terrorism. In fact such
governance produces rebels. It had been the experience of this world after the second world war of
such religious and ethnic conflicts where thousands and thousands of people were killed that is
because they did not know how to govern plural society. If we start analyzing the different societies it
becomes evident that almost all the societies are plural and there is no homogenous group of
population anywhere in the world. So, if we do not learn to govern in such a manner where the
different communities can enjoy status of equality and opportunity of development, we can never
have a country living peacefully. | have been a witness for the last three to four decades of police
excesses in the state against which | was fighting on a day-to-day basis. In those days every poor
person in the rural areas appeared to be a naxalite. Several young people were tortured and put to
death and several more young people were killed in fake encounters. And | have fought against those
encounters. | fought against that kind of torture along with my colleagues in the civil liberties
organizations. After that kind of treatment they were not able to put an end to naxalite movement.
Today they are spread all over the country and calling themselves Maoists, they are present in
Andhra Pradesh and also elsewhere. So, liquidation of a people is not going to give you peace. You
cannot take law into your own hands and go on liquidating people or subjugating them to inhuman
torture reducing them to subhuman levels. All this is uncalled for. Particularly, this people's tribunal
is to highlight and tell the people what exactly is wrong and who is in the wrong side. After hearing
the tortures and other things all these days | am concerned it was an old hat, | have been fighting
against for a very long time. This is the only way they know of putting down people. After 9/11 what
has happened is Muslims are portrayed as terrorists. In this country in 1984 when Sikhs were
massacred on the streets of Delhi we recognized that there is another minority. Till the Sikh riots
happened we thought only Muslims were a minority. They have attacked Dalits, they have attacked
Sikhs, they have attacked Muslims and Stein, a Christian was killed and the next jump is to that
position. So, unless we now intervene and claim that minorities have an equal right to live in this
subcontinent, have an equal status with the Hindu community, we will not be able to eliminate this
kind of violence, it will become endemic and almost all the countries it has been made endemic by
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foreign interference, for instance, Sri Lanka, Buddhists and Tamils, very much near home. So if you
want to avoid these ethnic fights it is not your law and order menu that is going to save it but it is your
change in structure in your governance suitable to a society of plural communities and our
constitution has made excellent provisionsinthatregard.

Rama Malkote, Hyderabad

You have already heard many people speaking about the situation in Hyderabad, | would just like to
bring to your notice certain incidents that have taken place. On 5th March when Mohtasim was
taken away, literally whisked away from his house by masked men who came on their scooters, some
boys were sitting and talking outside in the open in front of their house and suddenly on scooters
masked men came and picked up this boy and took him away. The parents and the family were
inside. They didn't know what happened outside. One of the boys went inside and told that some
masked men had come and taken away their boy. They were stunned because no warrant was
served, nobody came in any uniform. It was absolutely like a few men came to kidnap him.

| would like to remind this honorable gathering here that Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh has a long
history of encounters. It is a known fact that how many people in the state had been encountered in
the name of being Naxalites.

Later on, the women in the locality with childrenin their arms went to the police station at Sayidabad
and asked where the boy was. They pretended of not knowing anything about the incident while by
that time Mohatsim was already put in jail. But still the police was reluctant in opening their mouth.
After that these young girls from the locality insisted on knowing where their brother or cousin was.
Abusive language was used for them and then some kind of a tussle followed after which those
women were all taken into custody. Later on when we came to know, we went in to find out the
reasons. The kind of response that we got from the police was shocking. They pushed them away
manhandled them and still alleged that those women went to attack us. Here it has to be kept in
mind that if those women had any intention of attacking the police station why they would have
taken their small babies along to the police station. They simply wanted to know where that boy was.

We submitted a report to the team National Minorities' Commission which visited Hyderabad. We
met them and along with us were the victimised families. We also met the Home Minister regarding
the case of those women who were taken into custody with their small babies. That was a terrible
thing happened. Itis unknown if they did anything as we cannot notice anything happening.

Iwould like to bring another case to your notice. Itis about Dr. Junaid's case. We represented Junaid's
case also before the Minorities' Commission. Junaid, a medical student who spoke yesterday, was
denied attendance. We spoke to everyone possible; we tried our best to get him ticket to
examination center so that he could appear for his exam. But he was denied therefore, he could not
appear for his exam which means he lost a year.

Justice Sardar Ali Khan, Hyderabad

Ithank you very much for giving me this opportunity to substantiate in my own way the deliberations
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which have taken place in the last three days in the auditorium here and | am very glad to say that
members of the jury after pouring over the situation and making a meticulous study of the whole
record which has come to light before the people's tribunal here have actually now given shape to a
general statement. Fundamental principles of unity and diversity are embedded in the Indian
Constitution. It has been mentioned in a different manner by my friend Mr. Kannabiran but we
cannot destroy this principle because in the constitution it has been the sacrosanct place of the
diversity of the population of India flourishing in its own manner according to the terms of the
constitution. Are we really, the question is, now trying to destroy that concept which is a
fundamental right in a way by all these activities of a heinous nature which have been indulged by
the authorities, police authorities, the bureaucracy and so on and so forth, if that is done then | think
itwill be a very grievous day, a very sad day in the life of the nation in which we are proud to live in this
country as such. You are aware of the fact and | need not stress that the Indian constitution is based
upon the principle of secularism, of equal opportunity, of religious freedom and faith, of occupation,
of trade and commerce, of safety, of finding the right to have their own families and so on and so
forth. Under this constitution we have been flourishing for the last so many years but of late | do not
know why and there doesn't seem to be any cogent, apparent reason, every act which is of a lawless
nature, call it terrorism or otherwise is being actually now seen as the Muslim community's invasion,
if I may use that term, on the rights of the people of India. This is atrocious and it cannot be really
countenance under any circumstances. We have seen that there has been terrorism in Ireland for
example for a very long time, which is now at the low ebb now but no one called that roman catholic
atrocity or roman catholic terrorism. There are acts of terrorism which have been committed day in
and day out in Spain. They are investigating about the recent air crash also and they see a hand of
some other people who may be the culprits there but no one says that the Spanish people under the
garb of religion are trying actually to wage a war. Then how come that in India whenever there is an
actofterrorismitis attributed to the general hapless population of the Muslims in this country.

| have been a lawyer and a judge and | must really weigh the pros and cons before any particular
person can say with any amount of certainty that what is being said is correct or not. But
nevertheless the general trend of the situation shows that there is in fact an undeclared emergency
and | use the term in inverted commas as it was pronounced in India long back “an undeclared
emergency against the muslim population of this country”. Why is it happening like that? Why are
the people being denied their right to defense, their lives are being made a miserable existence, they
are tortured in the chambers of the police far away from the eyes of the public in various places
around the villages lying around Hyderabad. We have come to know now and our ears have listened
to that and our eyes have seen the people who have given the witnesses here, depositions that they
have suffered quite a lot. This must immediately stop because as it was mentioned by my
predecessor speaker that this otherwise poses a grave danger to the very concept of a nation that
India is. The largest concentration of the Muslim population on the globe after Indonesia perhaps is
inIndia. How can you safely say that by antagonizing a population of the largest minority living in this
country, by blaming them and by actually labeling them as terrorists and lawless people, how can
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you have an era of peace in this country is the question which must be considered by the authorities
who are actually now ruling the country. This is the position which really calls for immediate
attention. There should be no delay in correcting the wrongs which have been committed, in giving
back to the people whose constitutional rights have been abridged the due which is for them, we
have also demanded very clearly that they should be compensated and why not because when lives
have been ruined and when people's own abodes have been destroyed, are they not entitled to
compensation. | am also to mention here that unless and until the authorities and the police are
reigned in not to behave in a communal fashion nothing will happen in this matter. We have seen
that the lower echelons of police department and similarly the administration have been turning the
nelson's eye, a blind eye to the plight of the Muslims. | am reminded of a very epoch making
judgment of the house of lords in England, | think if | am correct the date is 1987 or 86 where in the
highest court England has held that if a policeman acts beyond the scope of his authority and beyond
the duties which are assigned to him under the scope of law, he would be deemed to have been
acting on his own and not as an officer who is wearing the uniform of the government. A fortiori as
they say in law necessarily if any such act is indulged in by any officer of the government, be a
policeman or an administrator or a bureaucrat, he must be penalized personally so that he may come
to his senses and really understand that the crime which he has committed does not stand in good
stead for him because he is bereft of all his authority under the constitution and under the position
that he is holding. Such are the recommendations which have been actually mentioned by eminent
people of the jury here with whom | am in complete concurrence and | do agree with respect for all
the statements which have been made.

Prof Rooprekha Verma, Lucknow

Dear members and friends, many things have been said here which were known to us but have not
been face to face. This tribunal and its findings have put up a stamp on our fears and analysis of the
whole situation around the issue of terrorism. Many times we had thought that Ram Rajya is not
going to arrive. But, now it seems that we are living in Ram Rajya only where many Sita are sent to
exile and Dalit Shambhu is killed and because Bali is not among us, hence is also murdered. We are
constantly getting this feel that we are just two steps behind in becoming a fascist society, listening to
these depositions. This whole ambience is also giving a sense of helplessness and hopelessness and
thatthere s a total collapse of constitution. And those who have been chosen to run this country are
bent on converting the system into a totalitarian regime.

| agree with Ram Puniyani that this is not an issue concerning Muslims only. We are not raising the
issue concerning only one community; instead we are questioning this whole idea of Indian State
and the existence of Constitution by taking the example of one community. We are apprehensive
thatif it keeps on going this way, will we be able to save our constitution, democracy? It is sure that if
democracy will exist, only then the rights of individuals can be safeguarded. Whatever rights and
opportunities we are getting, it's not because we belong to certain category, class, caste or religion
but because we have pledged to be the citizens of this country India.
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And now, we have all evidences speaking for themselves that confessions have been taken by the
police forcefully and by threatening them for their lives. People have been abducted by the police
from the streets on mere suspicion. And it is also important to note down that what caused the
suspicion in the minds of the police. Somebody having a beard, somebody if understands only Urdu,
and suddenly 'Allah-hu-Akbar', all these things have become criteria of suspecting anybody as
terrorists. As Ram Puniyani was saying, by these standards, even Premchand and Gopichand Narang
who were Hindu but used to write shayariand books in Urdu would automatically become terrorists.
Similarly, does anybody with a beard stand eligible to be alleged as terrorist? On the contrary, we
have been watching that activists of Bajrang Dal or Durga Vahini and others such organizations
march in public with naked swords and tridents. They even organize public training camps to teach
pistol shooting, sword fighting etc. no police or any other government authority tries to find out the
resource, from where they get those arms. Do they have proper license for keeping such arms and to
carry out public demonstrations and to conduct trainings? There are no restrictions upon them to
follow any particular public road at some specific time in some specific locality or upon the usage of
language. They have criminalized all the icons or religious symbols.

When a Muslim young man can be picked up alleging that he blasted bombs in a Mosque, because
only Muslims go to Mosque; then the same argument should be applied to Akshardham and the
Parliament case investigation. But it did not happen the same way. When bombs exploded in the
Sankat Mochan Temple of Benaras, no such argument was given that because only Hindus go there
so Hindus may have carried out that act. In that case also only Muslims were targeted. That is
hypocrisy and it proves to be very dangerous for the society in whole over a period of time. This dual
mind-set and stand is deep rooted and is subtle. Therefore, many times our secular friends get
trapped in it too, when they say that, poor Muslims had been subjected to so much of torture and
humiliation in various riots; that had forced them to resort to violence and terrorist activities. It
means that it has been taken for granted that Muslims, thus can only blast bombs, both in Mosque
and temples. Therefore, it is a matter of introspection for us, secular forces as well and should not be
swayed by any information without substantial ground and which is merely based on speculation as
a partof RSS's propaganda.

As our friend Ram was stating that during the investigation of Nanded bomb blasts some artificial
moustaches, beard and Aligarhi pyjama-kurta were recovered. Why not any full-fledged
investigation was carried in that respect against that organization? It stood to be a very strong
evidence to suspect the working of RSS which has been explicitly anti-minority and communal.

Along with that what a strange timing do these “so-called” terrorist choose. For instance, take the
case of attack on the Parliament. Those terrorists were so idiot that they drove a car full of
ammunition to the highly secured and safeguarded premises of the Parliament and struck its gate
when most of the MP's had already moved out of it, leaving the staff of the Parliament in it. Similarly,
if the attack on the Akshardham Temple is closely analyzed, really sometimes

There is a big network, working to create and distribute the communal literature watered by Hindutva
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forces as well as some fundamental Islamic organisations are also involved in such process, that we
have to accept. But the organisations like RSS, Bajrang Dal, Kesariya Vahini, Durga Vahini, Gorakhpur
Geeta Press to name a few are involved on militant level which are primarily form a Hindutva club.
However, what concerns me is that our administrative system is deaf and blind to act and look
sincerely into such matter which is blatantly mocking and disgracing the constitutional values.

I would also like to comment upon the role of media here. Though, here and there in some cases, the
role of media has been constructive, but largely it has been derogatory, biased and immature. For
instance, media played a very good role in the case of one of the accused who was arrested from
Kolkata and was then taken to Lucknow. There the responsible and unbiased reporting of media of
that how he was subjected to torture without groundless evidence, led to his release. Although, in
most of the role of the media has been to sensationalize the case and to blow it out of proportion
without any proper information and investigation. Rather, most of the media reports take side with
the police version and declare the accused as terrorist before any proper court proceedings would
take place. Maximum media houses have sidelined the need and significance of investigative
journalism.

I would like to conclude with the comment on the attitude of judiciary of India. Till date whatever
social issue | have raised and worked for, | have always targeted the coldness of the judiciary. But now
for the last few years as | have been involved in the legal fighting for few girls, with it and after
listening to the depositions here, | firmly opine that there is a strong urgency to launch a movement
to make the judiciary accountable and sensitive. We do not speak against the role of judiciary openly
because of the fear of contempt of the court. But we do not realize that in the disguise of contempt of
court, judiciary has become absolutely corrupt in its practices. We have to question the functioning
of the judiciary as judges are also paid salary though the money collected from tax-payers. Judges do
not work extra than the other people in government jobs. They also follow the same 10- 5 time
routine. Rather, most of the times, judges arrive late for the hearing of the case or abstain from the
hearing of the stressful and contentious case or delay it date of hearing. Next, if a judge does not pay
attention towards the beatings being endured upon a lawyer in his court and rather postpones the
hearing of the case for any other day, isn't it also the contempt of court? If we were to analyse his
judgment, would the respect of the court be retained. | remember, | was in the court for the hearing
of the case of those girls who wanted to marry out of their choice, and their parents started dragging
them in the court itself, and one of the father even said that if they would marry on their own, he
would make them practice prostitution. To the dismay, those judges saw that happening, and yet
could not take strict action to contain such incidents in future. As one of the accused was saying that
when he complained of the torture endured upon him in the jail, the judge responded in an
insensitive manner and said that jails have hospitals, so its was not great enough to take concern.
Should not the judge have passed an order to take an action against the responsible policemen and
should not he have asked the jail authorities to produce the explanation? Any how, | seriously think,
if not today then tomorrow but the need to initiate movement to make the judiciary accountable is
inevitable.
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Justice SN Bhargava, Jaipur

| welcome all the members, friends from media, friends and citizens of India who testified here in the
three day tribunal. | agree with the other two members who spoke just before me from this platform.
I have very less to say now.

| am coming from Rajasthan and nobody from Rajasthan came here to testify, perhaps because
recently bomb blasts took place in Jaipur and 65 people lost their lives. People from both Hindu and
Muslim communities were injured or died. We understand that vis-a-vis to it, investigation was
started, and fearing that perhaps, people did not turn up. Such is the situation prevailing in the whole
country irrespective of the state, here in Hyderabad, in Maharashtra or Gujarat and Rajasthan, to
name a few. Even, Kerala is no different place as we learnt here.

Now the essential question is; like a few elders mentioned that do we want democracy any more in
India? We have pledged to give the constitution to ourselves; therefore, do we want to rule this
country accordingly? Constitution is very clear about the Right to Live. According to Article 21 to live
is not just about having bone and flesh but to have a dignity and self-respect about it. And thus every
citizen of this country has been guaranteed with some fundamental rights and duties have been by
the constitution; that are thought to be essential to live with dignity. Therefore, when Constitution
ensures that every individual is free to follow any religion, human rights are assured, there is and
should not be any room for such kind acts of injustice. But if such incidents of injustice are happening
thenthey are to be fought back strongly.

When these people were testifying here, narrating the difficult times of their life, some were crying,
their throats dried up. And we, the member of the jury too could not stop but being emotional
towards the situations. We too were rendered heart broken and empathetic. We could get into the
skin of the fact, how does it feel when a son or beloved of yours has to undergo all those painful
incidents. However, the questions arises that what is the solution? Certainly we expect a high degree
of moral and just conduct form the judiciary, the judicial commissions, National Human Rights
Commission, Minority's Commission, SC/ST's Commission, Women Commission. Every move of
these commissions is watched carefully by the people and they are expected to provide some relief
to the victims. We have considered all those options and thus, have framed our recommendationsin
details to which we completely abide. We sensed our responsibility and felt concerned about this
whole issue, hence for the betterment of our nation and society we came to these
recommendations. We, old people were born in the colonial times; at that time people were living in
communal harmony, hence understand the value of the independence and democracy greatly. But
these young people who were born in free country, freedom has even great meaning for them, they
love their freedom and thus are bewildered at any attempt of limiting the freedom. | hereby only
request them to be responsible to their rights and duties and sensitive towards others to enjoy this
freedom completely. It should not be forgotten that what has happened to our neighbour could
happen to us as well. Therefore, it is important that we collectively raise our voice whenever and
wherever we find any injustice happening.
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We desire something from government; want judiciary and commissions to act in certain manner
and that there should be some legal provisions that we have requested through this proposal. We
wish to tell the people that this situation would not remain same. | am optimist person; hence, | hope
that we will be able to uphold the peace, communal harmony and democracy in the country; and an
idea which includes people from all castes, class and sections. In India we people from various
religions and communities are living since ages, and essentially do not have any issues against one
another, except that there are few lumpens and rough elements who try to create tensions between
the communities for their own mean purposes.

These submissions which we have suggested, we want to put before the people and especially the
media personnel. It is because media can and should play a vital and conducive role; therefore they
need to be responsible for the integrity of their profession. It is their duty to report the incidents or
issues impartially which can prove lethal or dangerous to the communal harmony and integrity to
the spirit of this nation.

With these words | would come to an end and | hope you will sense that these suggestions have been
structured after a lot of brain storming. In this document we have tried to encompass instances from
all the talks we had in the past three days. We would also like that these recommendations should be
published in as many newspaper as possible so that a pressure can be developed upon the
government and authorities to come up with guidelines to counter the heinous, unjust acts
happening all across the nation.

Asghar Ali Engineer, Mumbai

Friends, whatever has been said and heard about here, | have faith in its authenticity, because | also
have experienced the same in the last 40 years. In 1961, when riots took place in Jabalpur, at that
time | pledged to fight against communalism through out my life. When | saw the attitude of the
police there and listened to the victims, | decided that | would believe in the version of victims
because, their version could be exaggerated but could not be absolutely baseless as they went
though the whole episode. Today, that approach of mine has again got confirmed.

Yesterday, when Khatoon Biwi was crying and seeking help to get her three sons released from the
clutches of POTA. | could not help myself with my tears. A helpless widow seeking for help, but we
sitting here were feeling like being caged to help her, we people sitting here can prepare the reports
only, sitting here. Whether the state be democratic, dictatorial or monarchial, it is difficult for an
individual to fight against that. When the scholars, academicians, activists go through the report of
the tribunal they will find that as a keystone to refer to the information about the conditions of
Muslimsinthe country.

These bomb blasts that had taken place in Ahmedabad, Jaipur, and Bangalore, and there after, the
frequency with which police started claiming that they had solved the case; | would like to draw the
attention of the jury members here that suddenly police and media started creating hype and fear in
the name of SIMI. Apart fromit, it is also to be noted down that when Delhi High Court dismissed the
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petition to extend the ban on SIMI, then a petition was filled in the Supreme Court to extend the ban
on SIMI and hence, before that an environment was created to drag the name of SIMI in every bomb
blast. Its seems so strange, that SIMI is such a powerful organization that IB or CBI or state
intelligence agencies, all are inefficient in tracking down the plan of the bomb blasts that SIMI would
conspire. Also, once any organization is banned, every single member of it is under suspicion and
police constantly follow them. Hence, if still the SIMI members turn out to be so clever to hatch the
conspiracy, then what the police and internal security system was doing? If RSS would have been
banned, | can very well imagine that it could not sustain.

I myself went to Malegaon and investigated the authenticity of the police version and found that the
whole case of bomb blast is 100% fabricated. On the face of the SP Rajvardhan of Nasik who was
student at JNU, | said, “l expected you at least to function honestly; but what you have done is a very
shameful act, that laborer who used to work to make batteries, you caught hold of him as a
conspirator, could not you find any body else to put the allegations on.”

On the day of Shab-e-Barat and Jumma, which Muslim would not go to offer the Namaaz and rather
would go to implant the bomb. He said that | was setting off the communal fire. | replied back that it
was the RSS that wanted to instigate the communal tension. Similar patterns of bomb blasts are
repeated, same day of Jumma Namaaz was chosen to blast the bombs at Mecca Masjid, Hyderabad
and then SIMl or HUJI were held responsible for the acts. | questioned the SP there that on what basis
Muslims had been taken into police custody. He did not have any answer.

I think the genesis of this feeling of hatred lies in the education system which has been imbibed into
the police. Apoorvanand ji, talked about the communalization of text book in Rajasthan. He told us
thatin the text book of 12th std. itis mentioned that the fascism is an imported is an efficient system
in which one leader can take the decisions authoritatively, and is not answerable to anybody for the
efficiency of the system. Then in a text book taught in Gujarat, it is described the Islam was spread in
India on the basis of blood bath. In this way a slow hatred is being propagated which becomes deep
rooted over a period of time. Why not the Congress government in the centre acts upon this
sensitive issue? It seems like even Congress has a silent agreement to what is being taught through
those text books.

After the communal riots in Bombay in 1992, | conducted more then 100 workshops of the Mumbai
Police; therefore | know the mind-set of the police frominside out. | listened to theirinner expression
about Muslims through these workshops. For instance, | asked what image comes to your mind when
you hear or see about a Muslim, a constable responded that a cruel man. You imagine, he subscribe
to Samna, mouth piece of Shiv Sena which is full of abuses against Muslims. But no action was taken
against the publication for the communal statements. If any communal statement is released by any
Urdu news paper, | am quite sure; its publication will be banned from immediate effect. Finally, |
would conclude by saying that till the time government will not take any action against the
publications like Samna, will not reform the text books under the section 153 A; which is very much
doable and will make attempts to sensitize the police, all this will continue without any obstacle.
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JURY II

National Meet on the Status of Muslims in Contemporary India
Delhi 3 to 5 Oct 2009

Gagan Sethi, Gujarat

My identity has somehow become linked with Gujarat now, but | am at first an Indian. An individual
can have multiple identities. Unfortunately, in Gujarat our religious identity has become our primary
identity. When this happens, it creates a lot of problems. | always ask myself who am I? When | first
started working in a village, there was casteism in that village. When asked what my caste was | had
no answer. | was a 22 year old man who did not know his own caste. This was because of the
environment that | grew up in. When | went back to Ahmedabad, | for the first time asked my parent
about my caste. What | want to say is that it is important to understand when religious and caste
identities are formulated; how and who bestow these identities on individuals. In our schools there
is no debate about which identity is our primary identity.

| had studied in the Defence Services Public School and later | came to Ahmedabad. There nobody
was asked about their religion or caste. The moment | came to Gujarat before everything my religion
and caste were determined. | was protected from such an environment for 22 years, maybe if I would
not have been protected for 22 years | might have been a different person. | am saying it because |
feel that when the Constituent Assembly made a pledge and wrote a preamble in which every
citizen's primary identity was accepted to be that of being Indian. However, never have we worn this
identity and seldom have we tried to make people wear this identity.

In so many years | have seen so many riots and have fought so many cases in courts and everywhere. |
have seen the consolidation of politics of identity among the police and even in colleges. | feel, if
efforts are not made to develop Indian as our primary identity, the frequency of riots will only
increase at more rapid speed. | feel gloomy about the judicial system, even the judges have become
victims and carriers of this politics of identity. | have reached to analysis that till the time we don't
prepare the next generation to handle the questions of identity and till then we won't be able to
wean from this politics of sectarian identity, the cycle of communal violence cannot be stopped.
Gujaratis only asample and Karnataka is going to be next, so forth so on.

If we focus on three things, firstly in primary education we must review and edit each and every book
from every state. We have tried this in Gujarat and have succeeded to some extent. The Second thing
we must focus on is the identity of a voter during election and voter education during elections. This
determines how democracy functions during the elections. We must spend some time behind this.
We have started making efforts on this during the last Gujarat elections but we have not made much
progress. And thirdly we must focus on what I call the 3 M's namely Mind, Might and Material. These
three should be scrutinised. We must be carefully analyse what is entering the minds of children in
schools, who is in the government's institutions and bodies, are the people in the police and the
military from the same caste, and are the lawyers from the same family? We need to see diversity in
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our minds and might. As for Material, are we able to see democracy in the allocation of budgets in
the districts and in the Nation as a whole? If democracy is visible we have to make efforts to make it
apparent and if it is not visible then we have to work towards it. In democracy how much is allocated
and given to each group needs to be in public domain. We must demand equitable distribution of
resources. | mean that money should be invested in each community in a very unique and
community-specific manner. | call this transformation politics where we and everyone gets
emancipated and not emancipator politics where we are concerned with a single identity group's
emancipation, or the emancipation of one's own identity group.

TarunTejpal, Delhi

Many of the stories which have been testified here, we have heard them on daily basis in our office.
We have taken up the concerns discussed here in some of our issues and written about them in
Tehelka. There was mass murder in Gujarat in 2002. After many years we worked for 6 months to
show that the massacre was really a massacre and not a riot. Muslims were targeted and killed
systematically and the Gujarat Government had played a role in it. We got the video recording of the
people who committed murders saying how they participated in the massacre, they revealed on
whose direction they committed it and who protected them. Even then nothing has been done in
that regard. Although an SIT has been constituted by the Supreme Court and we hope that
something positive would evolve out of it.

As journalists we are aware of the kind of discrimination prevalent against Muslim in India at
present. | confess that | was not aware of it ten years ago because the background from which I came
told us that India was a good democracy. Even today my friends from my school and college feel that
Indiais a very good country. But if we go just a little deeper we realise that the truth is very different.
This truth has kept reiterating itself in the past ten years of Tehelka.

One and a half year ago we started working on SIMI. It had become a pattern in Indian journalism
that whenever any terror attack occurred, the police and the newspapers immediately blamed SIMI
for the incident. Nobody asked what SIMI was and what SIMI did? Nobody bothered if the young
Muslim boys who have been arrested are actually from SIMI? SIMI was banned three times by the
Tribunal. When third time the Tribunal hearing was in process we sent one of our journalists, we
asked our journalists to go wherever the Tribunal hearing was held and observe the questions asked
by the Tribunal, the people to whom those questions were addressed and on what basis was SIMI
banned repeatedly. Our journalist Mr Ajit Sahi, travelled with the tribunal, did not give a clean chit to
SIMI but did report that under the garb of infamous name of SIMI young Muslim men were being
victimised. After that story, the Indian journalism moved away from mentioning SIMI in illogical
manner.

At Tehelka we are concerned with justice and we do not side with either Hindus or Muslims. We
should try to ensure that our struggle should focus only on justice and not on any religious group.
Every individual in the society get benefited when there is justice. There are two big challenges
before India. The biggest challenge before us today is that of inequality. Today India is one nation
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with largest disparities. We have the richest people and also the poorest people in the world living in
the same nation. It must be understood that as long as there is inequality, not only the Muslims but
everyone will become a victim of injustice.

At present the Indian Government is going to launch a huge military operation in our own country in
Chhattisgarh against the poorest people whom we call Naxalites and Tribals. So we must understand
that Muslims are not the only victims of discrimination, the Dalits and the Tribals are also in the same
league. The operation in Chhattisgarh is going to be a struggle between two groups which are not
equal. Earlier people used to think that Tehelka works against corruption. | feel that corruption is not
that big a problem and is only a symptom of inequality. It is the result of large scale poverty existing
here. If the rich want to getricher there is no other handy tool than corruption.

The second problem in front of us is that of Communalism. The basic value on the basis of which India
was integrated as a nation was that of secularism. To fight it we have to find a way to put pressure on
the Government. Whenever a new journalist joins Tehelka | tell her/him that we have a small
readership base but what we have to focus on is how we can pressurise the government so that it be
accountable towards upholding the pillars of democracy.. Ours is a very big country with a huge
population and it is imperative that the Government be accountable for its actions and so does the
rich of this country. Thisis a big challenge before us.

Mr. Engineer said that the politics of hate is empowered by the politics of greed. In such a scenario is
important to be conscious of the tool we use. Tehelka has also undergone many difficult times, it has
experienced state tyranny, Tehelka was closed for three years. Even now there are 15 to 20 cases
pending against us. Every week and every month | go to one court or the other. | am always asked
wherever | go, whether we were very unhappy during that time. | say that no doubts! We had really
tough time but we were not unhappy. This country is going through a very hard time, but we must
not be hopeless and we must prepare ourselves to fight the huge struggle. Facing problems is
characteristic of every struggle and we must not be sad about it.

As for the issue of what is right and what is the right thing to do, | am agnostic but somehow also a
Hindu and in no Hindu text is this written that you hate anyone from another religion.There is a
concept associated with Hinduism called Dharma; | am a strong believer of it. Dharma says that every
person always knows what is right and he doesn't need to be told what is right. We have to be just
conscious of itand encourage others as well for the same.

Hanif Lakdawala, Gujarat

In the past two days we have been hearing grief stricken stories. Being a Muslim, especially a Muslim
from Gujarat, | have experienced and suffered this pain. A few years ago when | went to a school for
my daughter's admission, the principal read my name and my daughter's name, tore the certificates
on my face and told me to forget about getting admission for her in that school. Gujarat has been like
that for many years. When | went in search of a house to live in, | could not find any for myself. The
builder suggested me to change my name and to put in the gazette that | have changed my name.
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Only after this would he give me a house.

We have to remember that in all stages of history one group or the other has been suffering such
injustices. The Muslims are not the first or the last group to suffer such circumstances. When this
period of pain and suffering would have passed us by then another new group will suffer. But we
have to continue to fight against communalism.

Many have said that the BJP and the Congress are only two sides of the same coin. But | think there
are some qualitative differences. | think, in the Congress or the UPA Government there is a space
which we can be used to have dialogue but in the NDA Government it was absent. Thus in our fight it
is necessary for the UPA to be in power. | am not saying that the Congress is very secular but at least
thereis some space for us here.

Whenever | hear a person say that he or she did not get something because he or she was Muslim, |
wonder if proper scrutinisation and examination has been done regarding it or religion is used as a
garb to hide the individual lacking. Thus it becomes important that when we talk in our homes we do
not teach our children to blame others for failures. | feel Muslims should be prepared to face
discrimination butitis also aresponsibility to handle the failures with rational approach.

Whenever we talk about communalism, we always talk about the Hindutva forces. We have to
counter the minority communalism also even if it comparatively a lesser threat to democracy. The
Muslim Communal elements have destroyed the Muslim community from within. Communalismis a
phenomenon in which a majority community directs itself against others but minority communalism
directsitself againstitself.

Our activist sisters know this. When they came out to work after 2002 they faced a lot of problems
from the Muslim community which asked them why they are stepping out of their homes. They have
become activists after a lot of struggle. But, the communal and fundamentalist forces in the Muslim
community have not died they are only suppressed for the moment. When emancipation takes
place from discrimination that is intra-community there is a possibility that these presently dormant
forces may suddenly become active. We have to consider this while we are engaged in our struggle.

Prashant Bhushan, Delhi

After hearing the testimonies in the last two days this feeling has intensified that communalism is
growing stronger every day in India; it is becoming more deeply rooted in the minds of the people
and our dream of a secular nation is gradually breaking. It is evident from the manner in which
elections are being won across the nation on communallines. This process was started in 1984 by the
Congress, where the RSS supported the Congress, after which the BJP took it to another level with
the Ramjanambhoomi issue and started winning elections. This poison has been spreading in the
society since then vigorously. There are many laws to counter this process which uses communal
propagandato win elections and thisis a serious offence under the Indian Penal Code.

Despite this we say that different kinds of communal propaganda are done and the media too has
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hand in this. The media has become a toll in this process. This poison has spread into all the
institutions of the state like, the police, the judiciary and political parties. The institutions which
were supposed to stop communal forces have themselves become communal and are failing.

In the media, a new phenomenon is seen, we can see a new kind of journalism called embedded
journalism and the Hindu's Praveen Swami is a prime example of this. Even in a reputed newspaper
like The Hindu we have a journalist like him who is given a lot of prominence and is what we could call
the archetype of an embedded journalist. An embedded journalist receives planted stories from
RAW, IB and the Police which he presents in a sensational manner as reports from informed sources
within the concerned agency. For the sake of TRPs the media creates a lot of hype and run such
stories. Praveen Swami is an example of this. This genre of journalists is found in every newspaper.
The media has lost its accountability in present times. This can be seenin the case of Ishrat Jahan and
today thisis seenin propaganda against the Maoists.

Today it is needed that we make institutions which scrutinise the media, the Police and the Judiciary
and check their communal behaviour. This institution should also be given the power to enforce
these laws and take action against them, but this institution too can get communalised. Therefore
what is needed today is that international institutions be made for the protection of the rights of
minorities as is seen in the International Criminal Court (India and the USA are not signatories of the
International Criminal Court, whereas many other countries have signed). Mr Modi could have been
tried in that court. Although national institutions can fail, international institutions are less likely to
fail, thus it is important to create an international institution for the protection of minority rights of
which India should be a signatory.

Zoya Hassan, Delhi

I like to place only three issues in front of you namely discrimination, deprivation and inequality. The
most important issue today is that a lot of people in India, not only the minorities but also a lot of
others are very poor, deprived and face many different kinds of discriminations. The Muslim people
are very poor as the evidences backed by the Sachar Committee in India where the Muslim
Community's status is very similar to that of the Dalits. If we combine these two groups we would get
avery large population which would be about 40% of the total population. In addition to this we also
have the Scheduled Tribe population. India has progressed to a great extent in the past years. But this
progress is limited to a small minority and Muslims are a part of the large majority which is excluded
from this progress. Thus deprivation and inequality is an important issue. And in a developing
economy like India it is the responsibility of the government towards the well being of the people.
Unfortunately in the past 6 decades successive governments including the Congress government
which has been in power for the longest had failed to fulfil its most basic responsibility which is
evident in the Sachar Committee report. We must focus on the government's responsibility and the
factthat the government has shirked its responsibility towards its citizens.

The second issue is the manner in which election campaigns have been conducted. We have to be
aware of the 2009 mandate which clearly speaks that the Congress and the UPA has won with a
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significant support from Muslims. It is very clear that since 1991 Babri Masjid the Muslims were not
supporting the Congress party. What is most striking is the return of the Muslim vote in 2009,
especially in particular states like West Bengal, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and up to some extentin U.P.
My point then is that it is simply not possible for parties which claim to be secular and have come to
power on significant Muslim support now choose to ignore their issues. We must emphasize upon
the political obligation that the government has towards the people who voted it into power. One of
the promises that the government made and fulfil was the implementation of the Sachar Committee
report. On the basis of this report we can now say that the government has not done what it
promised to do. We can say that their own report card says that and we can inform them about their
responsibility. If we look at the past 3 years after the report was submitted, a little has been done by
the government; also there has been some positive changes in their thinking vis-a-vis minority. And
now they are realising that they have not done what they had to do. There is need for targeted
intervention among minorities as was done for the deprived groups like SC/STs. There is official
recognition of this fact and as for the Sachar committee there has been only minimal response from
the government. They have done only three things. One is the launch of scholarship schemes and the
number of scholarships also has been increased which have been taken very well. But the point is
that even after the increase in the number of scholarship, it is still so small in view of the educational
deprivation in the Muslim community. The scholarship scheme is only a small drop in the ocean.
Much more is needed to be done. As for the other promises made by the government, not much has
tobeendone.

| was a Chairperson of the 11th Plan working group on empowering the minorities. In that plan |
made best efforts that a minority sub-plan be created but for a variety of reasons | must confess, |
failed. There was lot of opposition from many levels. One of the reasons was the communalism and
discrimination which has become integral part of the polity but also the fear that if too much effort is
made towards helping the Minorities, the BJP and other Hindu fundamentalist parties would gain
indirect support from those efforts. And that we will be accused of minority appeasement. Itis not so
in case of Dalits as there is national consensus over it. There is no official national consensus on
minorities as yet. It then becomes our responsibility to build pressure on the UPA members of
parliament for this. | feel that the next meeting should be with the MPs where these questions are
targeted at them. The MPs elected from SC and ST constituency do raise issues relevant to the SCs
and STs but the Muslim MPs lag behind in that. Recently the MHRD called a meeting of Muslim MPs
for the constitution of a Central Madarsa board. Out of about 54-55 MPs only 20 gave their consent
to attend that meeting and eventually only 16-17 attended the meeting. It clearly exposed the
priorities of the MPs but here we cannot blame the MPs. Itis hence significant to put pressure on our
elected representatives to fulfil their responsibility. When we talk about the responsibility of the
government we are also talking about the responsibility of the elected representatives and
eventually our responsibility to insist that our elected representatives must do this.

Finally I think that we also need to look within. It has become our habit to blame others While we say
itis the government's responsibility, it is also our responsibility. We must learn from other minorities
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like Sikhs and Christians and how they have made their own institutions along with the Muslims in
South India. In the same manner the community has to take responsibility on itself and focus on
education and livelihood.

| feel that the reformulated Communal Violence Bill as suggested by Vrinda Grover must be passed.
This is absolutely essential. Secondly there should be an anti-discrimination law on the lines of the
Atrocities against the Dalits Act, without which we cannot progress.

We also need to focus on affirmative action, although reservation is not necessary. It is possible only
when there is political will in the government and only when we put pressure on the MPs. The
Ministry of Minorities Affair was created in 2006 but even now there has not been a single standing
committee in the parliament for this ministry. At least we can put pressure on the MP for the creation
of a Parliamentary Standing Committee.

Zahid AliKhan, Hyderabad

| am from Hyderabad, representing Andhra Pradesh. | would like to draw your attention to some
facts that although atrocities is less in comparison to Gujarat but is more than Gujarat in Bidar
Riyasat. About 19 years ago there was an enormous incident in Hyderabad where the Assistant
Commissioner of Police issued orders to shoot the Muslims at sight and coincidently there was also a
Muslim constable in the police vehicle who couldn't bear it and Constable Khadeer shot and killed
this ACP officer who was giving such order. When a case was filed against this constable, he was given
lifeimprisonment and was put in the jail for the past 19 years. 2 years ago a Muslim DIG of a CRPF was
shot by another constable, since DIG did not sanction his application to go on leave. While Khadeer
has beeninJail for the past 19 years, but this constable was granted bail after 6 months.

This kind of injustice is also spreading in Andhra Pradesh and it is very important to be aware of it. In
the case of the bomb blasts in Mecca Masjid, Lumbini Park and Gokul Chat about 19 young Muslim
boys aged 19-25 years were arrested. Finally, all of them were acquitted of charges due to paucity of
any substantial evidences. But their minimum 1 year of their lives was spoiled and the tag of once
being under arrest will be there for life long. It is a matter of great sadness and moreover they were
taken to torture houses where they were tortured, beaten and were given electric shocks. After they
were released the government did not talk about any compensation towards them. In fact the police
officers who committed such offences against the Muslims were rewarded with promotions. The
Civil Liberties groups in Hyderabad condemned these acts and called the IG in Hyderabad as the
Vanjara of Andhra Pradesh. The Andhra Pradesh Government through their five GOs told the police
officers to file a case against those who have called the IG Vanjara. The doors of the Press Council
were open; a complaint could have been made with the Press Council against those newspapers and
televisions channels which were involved in biased reporting. Cases were also filed against them. If
anyone felt that such kinds of incidents could happen only under the Government of the BJP or Modi,
let us understand it clearly thatin Andhra Pradesh it was not BJP government.

All across the country only Muslims are arrested or picked up in case of any terrorist attack. | second
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the suggestion that a Prevention of Atrocities Act be also be enacted for the Muslim community. If
this Act is enacted then the people who raise their voices against the Muslims would not be able to
do so. Mr Modi is thinking of replicating Gujarat model all over India and is planning to harass the
Muslim Community and force them to leave India. But | believe that India is characterised by its
diversity and even the absence of just one community would mar the essence of India.

There is no dearth of secular Muslims and Hindus in India, but the communal forces in India appear
to be very large in number and also appear very threatening. It forces the secular people to remain
inside their homes as they are afraid of the threat presented by the communal forces. The secular
people also need to present themselves as a large entity and be more vocal. | am not saying that only
Muslims need to be part in this secular group but every Indian should be a part of this group and only
after this can we successfully fight against communalism.

Mahesh Bhatt, Mumbai

Three days ago a very rich Muslim businessman who is well connected with the bureacracy and the
political elite called me at 7:30 in the morning. He wanted to meet me and he reached my house
within half an hour. He told me that on the day of Durga Visarjan somebody threw some thing into
the crowd from 11 storyed building. The police came and arrested his son-in-law who lived in that
locality. He immediately called the Minister of State Home, Mr Naseem Khan and informed him
about the incident. The Muslim businessman then told me that the policemen who had arrested his
son-in-law would not listen even to a Minister who was Muslim. Then, | talked to the Chief Minister
about the incident and the son-in-law was released in few hours. This was a man who was from a
very wealthy and had well connected background but even he didn't believe that a Muslim Minister
would be able tointervene successfully.

You all might know what happened with my nephew Imraan Hashmi who was denied a flat because
he is a Muslim. He was advised to buy the flat in the name of his wife who was a Hindu, but he said
that he wanted to buy itin his name. This became a huge spectacle and the matter became trivialised
and the deeper menace remained hidden. Imraan Hashmi said that nobody talked about it because
whenever anyone tried to talk about it the matter either was suppressed or the person was targeted
and nothing happened when the right wing forces started harassing him he had to protect himself by
proving his multi-culturalism. My mother was Muslim and | was always advised not to draw too
much attention towards it but | have rebelled against the mindset my whole life. | have never hidden
my identity and people tell me that it was suicidal.

Discrimination is a reality. And belive that an anti-discrimination act is necessary. After the episode
with Imraan Hashmi, Mr Salman Khurshid started working on an Equal Opportunities Bill. But | also
feel that an Anti-Discriminatory Act is necessary and every Indian must fight for this. We must
demand this act both fiercely and urgently, and only then can we progress towards making a truly
secular nation. It is disheartening when some people advice us to be silent and not publicise the
issue which embarrasses the majority by saying that the Muslim community is not enjoying the same
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rights as the rest of the majority. They don't want to face the fact that this is not a secular
country.

Admiral Ramdas, Maharashtra

| have been in the Navy for 45 years. | was 14 and half years old at the time of Independence. | was
saddened by the Partition and many of our friends lost their lives while crossing the borders on
either side. Lot of blood was shed and | would never forget that there were many railway carriages
full of bodies which were transported on both the sides. Nobody knew what was happening and why
it was happening. On 14th August, the Pakistan's Independence Day was celebrated and the Indian
independence was celebrated on 15th August. Till the 17th we didn't know on which side Lahore was
located. You can understand what would be going on in your head had you been living in Lahore.
Duringthat time a lot of blood was shed, | went to India Gate in the evening when the Union Jack was
lowered, a lot of people were very happy. Many people did not come out of their homes as there was
nobody else left at home and if anyone was left he was probably hiding. This fear in the Muslims in
our country was also there on the other side.

The rioters were trying to find Muslim people; they were asking around to pull the Muslim people
out. Somehow they got to know that a Muslim family of Mr. Ghulam was living with us at that time.
My father told the aggressors that if you had come to take the Muslim family away then they got to
kill us first. Thankfully nothing of that sort happened. My elder brother had just got commissioned in
the Army, his company Commander was Major Tikka Khan who later became famous as the Butcher
of Bangladesh, and with the help of some other people we helped Mr Ghulam's family to reach
across the border. You canimagine the impact such things must have had on the mind of a 14 year old
boy. | promised myself that | would never want to see such things again in my lifetime.

I wentinto the Navy. At that time the NDA in Dehradun housed Italian Prisoners of War of World War
I, once they left we occupied the campus and somehow in 40 years time | became the Navy Chief. |
have seen alot, alot of injustice. | am proud to say that till the time | was in service, | never witnessed
any caste based or religious divisions. We repeatedly received questions from the Lok Sabha asking
us how many Muslims and how many people from different castes have been admitted into the
Navy? We used to tell them that we had no such data as we never used to ask the religion or caste of
therecruits.

Inthe last two days | have heard the experiences of people and it pained me alot to hear them. When
theriots started in Gujarat | went as a part of an inter-faith group on the 10th or 12th of March, a few
days after Godhra. We saw what had happened and what was happening, we talked to a lot of people
and were dismayed at what had happened afterwards. The same had happened in 1984 when the
Sikhs were murdered. Mrs. Ramdass worked a lot during that period, at that time | was the Chief of
the Eastern Battalion. My wife was the commandant of a Nanakpura Camp. She worked with the
widows there for four months. | am telling you this because our country has not yet correctly
recognised its path and neither are we moving forward in that direction.
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Every few years we have elections and we vote, many promises are made in the Manifesto of political
parties which hardly get fulfilled. | feel that we are not fit to call ourselves a democracy. We are not
ready for it and we don't know how to make it work. We have such a large population and so poor, a
few do have a lot, they are the “India Shining”. Nobody bothers about the India that is lagging
behind. Thereis prejudice. It's a historical experience and historical fact.

When | talk about punishment for voilent and sectarian acts; | always tell my politician friends that if
a few people are punished and exhibited for such acts it stets a good example and would discourage
those who get indulged in such activities. In fact the morals will become alright on its own because it
is just a kind of diversionary tactic. When people tell me how great this country is and remark that
unfortunately many are not educated, | reply that although they are uneducated they at least know
who they do not want. They might not be able to say what it is that they want but they can surely tell
you what they do not want.

What | have heard today is, “We are being harassed so much, the society is not concerned about it,
the government is not bothered. Would you please do something for us?” It sounds like a drowning
person who is willing to seek any help for the sake of his life. People are making efforts in small
pockets all around India. They are writing, reading, meeting and engaging in dialogue and because of
this some little things are happening. But we need to increase the sting of our bite to make them
listen to us and take notice as they should.

Gandbhiji had said that every weapon has got a counter weapon and the only weapon that cannot be
countered is non-violence, what a beautiful idea. This is a very strong weapon. We have a big
struggle, lots of challenges are ahead of us and time is short. We have to keep our hands on the till.
No matter what happens we have to maintain our focus and move forward. We cannot keep
watching when our friends are suffering. | wish all of you well and hope and believe that we will
triumph one day.
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